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The key to effective political representation in a democracy is to engage all citizens so that they could help nurture democratic culture and practices. The issue of public participation in the parliamentary process will form part of a two-day forum organised by Transformation Resource Centre (TRC) from 28th – 29th June 2007 at Manthabiseng Convention Centre.
The forum will debate means by which civil society organisations could engage with the parliament with a view of influencing legislation. The forum will also discuss and suggest ways of strengthening public participation in the business of parliament, especially their contribution during the making of laws.
The forum will get an update on the progress made by the Parliamentary Reform Committee relating to the establishment of portfolio committees and review standing orders.
The forum will further discuss how the relationship between Members of Parliament (MPs) and the electorate could be strengthened.
Participants will be from civil society organisations and experts from the Institute of Democracy in South African (IDASA) and the South African Institute for International Affairs (SAIIA).
The forum is part of a new TRC’s new Lesotho Democracy Programme (LDP), whose main objective is to influence public participation in parliament and complement efforts aimed at strengthening democratic institutions.
It is funded by the Royal Danish Embassy in Pretoria.

