MEDIA RELEASE


Lesotho civil society delegation achieves its mission


A seven person Lesotho civil society delegation that went to Botswana to seek intervention from regional organisations into Lesotho's politically motivated human rights violations by the military has come back from that country feeling it has been very successful in its mission. 

In Botswana the delegation met with a Southern Africa Development Community (SADC)
team of officials led by the Deputy Executive Secretary, Mr. Eng. João S. Caholo, the eminent person mandated by SADC to mediate in Lesotho's electoral impasse, former President Sir Ketumile Masire of Botswana, Botswana's civil society organisations led by the Botswana Council of Non-Governmental Organisations' (Bocongo)Programmes Manager, Mr. Barulaganye J Mogotsi, and the SADC Lawyers Association's Programme
Director Mr. Elijah Munyuki. 

The delegation obtained a promise from Mr. Caholo that its statement and brief seeking SADC to intervene by sending a fact-finding mission to Lesotho and seeking to fast track the political dialogue facilitated by Sir Masire shall be communicated to the leadership
of SADC through its Organ on Politics, Defence and Security led by President Jakaya Mrwisho Kikwete of Tanzania. Mr. Caholo observed that the SADC region was perceived as the most politically stable of all other African regions and that any form of distabilisation within one of the region's members could affect the stability of the whole region, hence they took the delegation's mission seriously. He said there was definitely
a need to seek to achieve stability in Lesotho's political and post electoral impasse through dialogue and a cessation of all hostilities. 

Sir Ketumile Masire thanked the mission for favouring him with information as to what was happening on the ground in Lesotho emphasizing that though regional formations may intervene, it was eventually in the hands of the Basotho themselves to reach a lasting solution to their problems. He briefed the delegation on what he had done thus far with his mediation efforts between the Lesotho political parties on the impasse of seats allocations following the February 17 snap elections that saw opposition parties claiming the ruling party had sabotaged the country's electoral model to its favour. 

At Bocongo Mr. Mogotsi indicated that the regional civil society was concerned with developments in Lesotho as what was happening could affect the whole region's programmes aimed at improving the livelihoods of the people of the region. He promised they would inform all other stakeholders including the SADC Council of NGOs to take the matter up at the SADC Summit coming in Zambia next month and to send a fact finding mission to Lesotho. Mr. Modise Maphanyane of the Media Institute of Southern Africa - Botswana Chapter indicated that there was a need to document all these human rights violations in order to keep a record for posterity. 

He lamented that human rights violations were happening yet again in Lesotho and perpetrated by people mandated to protect the citizenry. "When there is a clampdown on the media as has been described by this delegation today, we must all forget about democracy," he said. Mr. Munyuki said he would brief the SADC Lawyers Association to send in a fact finding mission as soon as possible, saying that they had people waiting in the wings to respond when such things happened within the region. He was afraid the Lesotho situation was close to resembling that in Zimbabwe saying there was a need for immediate action to stem the tide in Lesotho from deteriorating further. 

The Lesotho civil society delegation had briefed the regional bodies on serious human rights violations that had been perpetrated by the Lesotho Defence Force following allegations by the force itself that some of its guns had been snatched from some of their members assigned to guard the homes of Lesotho cabinet ministers. In the process of searching for the guns, some people were abducted, tortured and brutalized in the most inhumane fashion by the army. The civil society formations in Lesotho are worried that the rule of law has been seriously compromised in that country, making a mockery of
democratic gains the country has achieved after the 1998 political disturbances that left the capital city, Maseru and other towns burning. 


The civil society delegation is in Pretoria today meeting with representatives of Amnesty International to brief them on the same issue seeking Amnesty's indulgence to send a fact finding mission to Lesotho and galvanize international support for the Lesotho situation. 

The delegation comprises the President of the Law Society of Lesotho, Advocate Zwelakhe Mda, the Deputy President of the Law Society of Lesotho, Advocate Sekake
Malebanye, the Deputy Chairperson of MISA Lesotho, Mr. Thabo Motlamelle, 
the Secretary General of the Lesotho Trade Unions Congress, Mr. Moletsane
Jonathan, the Treasurer of the Lesotho Law Society Advocate 'Mabolae
Mohasi, the Executive Director of the Lesotho Council of Non-Governmental
Organisations, Mr. Seabata Motsamai and the Director of the Transformation
Resources Centre, Miss Matseliso Ntsoelikane.
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